VIII
THE AFTERMATH

THE exchange of ratifications of the Treaties of Brest-
Litovsk which took place on March 29, 1918,1 and the
subsequent appointment of Ambassadors established, at
least nominally, normal diplomatic relations between the
German Empire and the Russian Federal Soviet Republic,
but it did not terminate the activities of German troops
on Russian soil. "In the Ukraine", Hoffmann wrote in
his diary, " we are still advancing." 2

The German advance of February 17 had been under-
taken almost entirely with the idea of protecting and
consolidating the advantages gained under the treaty with
the Ukraine of February 9. Twenty-four hours before the
treaty with the Central Powers had been signed, the Red
army of General Muravev expelled the Government of
the Rada from Kiev and established there a Ukrainian
Soviet Republic in communion with Moscow. The Rada
retreated to Zhitomir and appealed in pitiful terms to the
German Government for aid in resisting " this barbaric
invasion of our northern neighbours ".8 It became indis-
putably clear that if the Central Powers, who had made
peace with the Ukraine for the sake of bread, wanted to
get it, they would have to go and fetch it. As Kipling
once wrote of a similar military adventure, " If you take
the first step, you will take the last ".

Originally the Supreme Command had been anxious to
1 Texts of the Russian " Peace ", p. 139.            2 Hoffmann, i. 208.

8 Izvestia, February 19, 1918.
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